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Oy Jour prelates and be fp ef to Men. 


Tas Goſpel was brought down from hea- 
ven by incarnate wiſdom to ſecure the happi- 
neſs of mankind. The object of the goſpel 
is to make all the inhabitants of the earth one 
people, to form all people into one family, 
and to animate this family with one heart and 
ſpirit, the ſpirit of their elder, brother - Jeſus 
Chriſt. Such was the charaQter of the primi- 
tive diſciples, ſuch {till would be the face of 
mankind if all would accept the © gift of 
God,” which preſented equally to ail, and re- 
jected by many, is by the juſt providence of 
the common Father neceſlarily transferred 
from nation to nation, that the kingdom of 
Chriſt may be equally:formed from all. Two 


centuries 
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centuries and more have elapſed ſince the gift 

of God, the treaſure of faith has been with- 

drawn from our nation; we have ſeen it ſince 
transferred to diſtant climes ; the little grain 
fructifies in every ſoil, and though continually 

torn up and devoured by ravenous beaſts and 

fowls of the air, it every uhere riſes to a ſtate- 

ly tree, and harbours alike monarchs and their 

ſubjects beneath its ſhade. During a long 

ſeries of years it flouriſhed in this once happy 

land of ſaints, glorious and fair were its fruit- 

ful branches; but, according to the oracle of 

Jeſus Chriſt, the kingdom of God has been = 
taken from us, and it has been given to fla- 
tions who have yielded the fruits thereof. 
But the common Father is not unmindful of * 
mercy in the af of chaſtiſement, he knows 

thoſe who belong io him,” and as formerly 
amidſt the general prevarication of Iſrael he 
reſerved to himſelf a choſen number of faith« 
ful ſervants, ſo in the common defection of 
our nation he has never wanted his ſeven 
thouſand true adorers in fpirit and in truth, 
and he has miraculouſly preferved them, 
amidſt the ſtorms of perfecution and the 
blandiſhments of pleaſure, to be living proofs 
and witneſſes of the univerſality of his Church, 
nn monuments of the high prerogative of his 

mercy. 
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mercy. Neither has he abandoned this pre- 
cious remnant of the ancient Britiſh Church 
to which we belong, to wander and to ſtray 
without paſtors; but when the levelling band 
of ſchiſm had overturned every monument of 
ancient piety amongſt ys, he inſpired zealous 
and holy men to found in foreign countries 
catholic ſemjparies and religious houſes, from 
whence we have received a regular ſucceſſion 
of the prieſthaod, by whoſe labaurs we have 
been preſerved in the bond of unity, and in- 
ſtructed in the truths and practices of Catholic 
faith. This ! is the bleſſed inheritance which 
we have received, the more precious becauſe 
the more rare, and the ſingular providence of 
Almighty God in ſecuring it to us demands 
che full effuſion of our utmoſt. gratitude. We 
are again aſſembled, my brethren, to witneſs 
the venerable rites by which the divine found- 
er of the church perpetuates his prieſthood 
among us; and if all things, according to the 
apoſtle, concur to the good of the ele&, we 
may ſurely indulge an humble and pious hope 
that we are called to that happy number, ſince 
even in the deſolation of our national church 
we are conſtantly provided with the ſureſt 
helps to {ecure our vocation; heaven direded 
guides to warn us of the dangers which en- 
ſnare 
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ſnare our faith, and is beine our ſleps in the 
path of truth. 5 At no other period y was this 


guidance ever more 13 for us, never 
was the at y of ſubmt to paſtors more 


preſſin gl cp t d. u never per- 


haps did the Þerſohal” Virtes" of ouf prelates 


more forcibly Claim Gl Cote! Bir at- 
tachment, ah Sur over” \ ; WE are! approach- 
ing, my brethren, to cafe latter er days of wrath, 

which, according to" the apoſtle, are to be 
marked by an almoſt univerſal a poſtacy from 
the faith of Chriſt; already the men foretold 
by St. Paul preſume to legiſlate in the houfe 
of God in deflance of the eſtabliſhed paſtors; 
© men lovers of themſelves, haughty and diſ- 

obedient, "Having indeed an appearance of 
piety, * but renouncing the virtue thereof; 
© men lovers of pleaſures more than of God; 
© men defiring to be teachers of the law, but 
underſtandipg neither what they fay, nor 
whereof they affirm ;” “men corrupted in 
heart, and reprobate concerning the faith, 
who err and who drive into error ;” thefe 
men, fo emphatically defcribed by the apoſtle, 
are leagued againſt the Lord and againſt his 
Chriſt, they have invaded the tabernacle, they 
have ſcattered all the ſtones of the ſanctuary 
in a neighbouring moſt chriſtian kingdom; 
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19 1 | 
the, myſtery of their iniquity is working andl 
fermenting around us, and would to God 


there were not ſome among us, who are al- 


ready tainted with the contagion of this noxi- 


ous leaven! But we, my brethren, are the 


children of ſaints, we are the precious rem- 


nant of the ancient Britiſh Church, and when 
Almighty God permits our fidelity to be tried 


by the common dangers, he traces out to us 


an unerring plan of condud which muſt guide 


us ſafe through the ſtorm ; he bids us rely on 


our paſtors, whom he will interrogate if we go 


aſtray, and he has pledged his word, that in 
all the perils of our faith, his ſpirit ſhall ever 
direct them into the way of truth. Frail is 
the veſſel, ſays the apoſtle, in which wetarry 


this treaſure of our faith; it is liable to be in- 


jured by every external ſhock; but God has 
appointed its guardians. In every part of the 
Church the enemies of this divine truth are 
labouring to tarniſh its brightneſs, and even 
among us there are men who wound our ears 
with the cutting ſounds of novelty; on every 
fide we hear doctrines which our old maſters 
in faith never taught us; and if it be now the 
duty of our prelates to croud around the ark, 
and to prote the ſanQuary, it is not leſs our 
obligation and intereſt to cling faſt with them 
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is the afekr, f to intetropate theit faces, and tb 


liſten to their .oratles which are the never 
failing proofs and evidences of primitive tra- 
dition. Like the ſpi irit of their divine Maſter 
whole place they h61d, they will not ſpeak 
from themſelves, « but they will ſpeak to us 
what things ſoever they all] have heard,” and 
when in union with their chief, it is not 5ofble 


their voices and inſtruktions to us ſhould ever 


become che vehicles of error. This iner̃- 
rancy in faith does not depend upon the per- 


ſonal qualities or virtues of your paſtors, i it 


reſts upon the infallible promiſes of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and he equally di refs us to liſten to 


the virtuous biſhop, and to ſubmit to the pre- 


"OO 


varicating prelate, who ſhould diſgrace the 


chair of Moſes with the vices of the Phariſee. 
The appointment of treacherous paſtors of this 
deſcription, would on one hand undoubtedly 


be the ſevereſt trial which our crimes could 
provoke heaven to inflict « on the church; but 
on the other hand, my brethren, if the pit 
Church be ſaid to have iſſued from the opened 


fide of Chriſt in his ſacred blood, we may 


truly aver, that virtuous. biſhops are the 


moſt choſen, the moſt precious drops of it. | 
You cannot hear this without comfort, and 


ſentiments of gratitude muſt warm your hearts 
when 


p © 
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hen you reflect on the excellent guardians of 


Pour faith, wham the tender providence of 


Jeſus Chriſt has conſtantly provided to rule 
and to edify the remnants of Britiſh catholi- 
city. They have been men * whole memory 
is in benediction among us, whoſe piety has 
never failed,” whoſe ſacred learning would 
bave graced the primitive golden days; the 
ſupreme paſtor has eyer choſen them from 
among the moſt informed, the moſt laborious, 
the moſt reſpected of our clergy, and in theſe 


difficult times of trial you have the conſolation 


to ſee the ſucceſſion perpetuated among you, 
you ſee new Challoners ariſe. The two venera- 
ble prelates who are this day preſented before 
you, have been peculiarly and nicely ſelefted by 
the vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe | he knew 
that the modern dangers of our Church re- 
quired the ſoundeſt orthodoxy, the moſt aſſi- 
Auous vigilance, the moſt enlightened know- 
ledge, the moſt tender piety, the moſt diſin- 
tereſted activity, and the moſt fearleſs courage. 
He has deputed them to be * the patterns of 
the flock from the heart,“ becauſe he knew 
that they were already the examples of the 
portions of it which they governed; he knew 
* that their faith and good converſation were 
publiſhed in every place;”” he had watched 
A 2 the 
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the long labours of the one in the governmeiſh 
of our principal ſeminary, which a late much 
revered prelate juſtly ſtiled the ſchool of mar- 
tyrs; he had counted the miniſters of the 
word whom he there had formed by word and 
example, to tread in the ſteps of hundreds 
who have iſſued forth from that ſame ſeminary, 
to ſeal their faith with their blood ; he knew 
that the other had, in obedience to the apo- 
ſtle, © ever marked and avoided thoſe who 
make diſſentions and offences contrary to the 
doftrine which they have learned;'**—he has 
choſen them becauſe, like Barnaby and Paul, 
* they had delivered up their lives for the 
cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt;”” he ſends them as the 
apoſtle ſent Timothy, to become © the exam- 
ples of the faithful in word, in converſation, in 
charity, and in faith;” he ſends them as the 
apoſtle ſent Titus, © to yield examples of 
all good works in the integrity of ſound doc. 
trine;*” he ſends them in a ſpecial manner to 
exert their ſacred authority © in ſweetneſs 
and in ſteadineſs, not contending in words 
which is to no profit, but to the ſubverſion of 
the hearers;”” but inforcing authority © by 
godly conyerſation, that by doing well they 
may huſh to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men,” Such 1 is their miſſion, and if it be con- 
firmed 


E 
armed by the ſacred unRion, and ſanQified by 
the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt in the im- 
poſition of hands, this indeed imparts the 
higheſt of dignities to them; it gives an acceſ- 
ſion of honor, but it alſo brings an accumu- 
lation of labour and of toil; “a door great 
and evident is opened to them, and a numerous 
hoſt of adverſaries awaits them at their ap- 
proach.” Theſe adverſaries are the men who 
once oppoſed the apoſtle of nations, they are 
« the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, the 
diſobedient vain talkers, whoſe prurient ears 
endure not the ſound doctrine; whom they 
muſt reprove, entreat and rebuke in patience, 
and teaching in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon;“ 
theirſelves ſecure in the buckler of faith, but 
unprovided of all thoſe exterior appendages 
of rank, with which in other Chriſtian coun- 
tries the piety of the faithful has honoured the 
epiſcopal dignity. Others may be revered 
for exterior ſplendor, they have renounced 
worldly emoluments, painful pre-eminence is 
their honorary diſtintion, amongſt biſhops 
te they are the leaſt of the apoſtles, but they 
will labour more abundantly than all othess.” 
If ſuch be their divine miſſion, and ſuch the 
virtues which they bring to the diſcharge of 
it, you cannot, my brethren, ſee them enter 


upon 
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ypoB their arduous career, without wiſhing ts 
alleviate their toll. Alas] this might be 3 
difficult taſk to you, if they ſought the things 
which are yours and not yourſelves, © the 
things which are of this world, not thoſe which 
are of Jeſus Chriſt,” But we ſhall be their 
comfort, their glory and their crown,” if we 
perſevere in all piety in Readineſs of faith, 
if we cloſe our cars to the diſcourſes of new 


 eeachers, * whole profane novelties of words 


_ like the corroding cancer,” if like do- 
eile ſheep we liſten and ſubmit to the voice of 
our paſtors, and it is only on this condition 
chat the divine Shepherd will acknowledge 


| Us to belong to his flock, Let us this day 


thank him in the warmth of our bearts for his 
- merciful care of our firſt treaſure, the treaſure 
of our faith, let us reſolve to enliven it 
with the quickening works of charity, let us 
implore the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
theſe our new.prelates, let us for this employ 
the interceſſion of the holy apoſtles, and of the 

queen of apoſtles, that as they were repleniſhed 
with the Haly Spirit on the day of the firſt 
preaching of the Chriſtian law, do theſe their 
ſucceſſors may be this day ſtrengthened to 
et that ſame faith od law, 40 ſubſiſt 
among 
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among us pure and unaltered to the end of 


ages. EE 

With ſuch diſpoſitions and confidence 
in this powerful interceſſion, we proceed to 
the venerable ceremony of the conſecration. 
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